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Public Lands Advisory Committee
Sevier County Commission Chambers

Minutes
October 23, 2001

Attending: David Drake, Jody Gale, Shawn Fullenbach, Irene Huntsman, Commissioner Gary
Mason, Jerry Mason, Commissioner Ralph Okerlund, 

Excused: Richard Curtis

Commissioner Okerlund called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  There was some discussion
about when would be a good regular meeting date for the Committee.  Originally we had set the
third Thursday but Thursdays have turned out to be bad for the Commissioners.  It was decided
that we’re try the third Tuesday and see how that works for everybody.

Commissioner Okerlund gave an update on the redistricting in the House and Senate and the
potential changes for our area.  

An update was given by Commissioner Okerlund on the RS2477 roads.  Sevier County has all of
its roads GPS’d and we’re working on affidavits and other things needed.  Because of the change
in administration and changes in local leadership things were pretty much on hold in our county. 
Some counties are in the negotiation process for their roads with the BLM but since September
11th things are pretty much at a stand still.   Sally Wisely, the state director for the BLM, visted
here last week and she wants the Commission involved in the selection of the new director.  The
BLM seems to be much more willing to work with locals in general with the new administration.

Commissioner Mason updated on the Randy Lawyer road.  Apparently more information has
come to light and his opinion of the situation has shifted.  He believed the road had been gated
and locked over the years by the Hansen’s but apparently that isn’t the case.  There is still
damage being done to the wet lands by ATV’s.  This may be a road we fight to keep open simply
on principal.  The County can’t afford for the private individual to close a public road.  It was
suggested this might be a good project for the Southern Utah OHV club to become involved, put
up signs, educate the public, etc.   Gary has asked the SUOHV club to see what they could do to
help on this.

Commissioner Mason and Jody updated the group on the railroad project and Jody explained the
purpose and function of the land owners subcommittee that is being formed.  They will represent
the private land owners, give them a voice, help the engineers to understand the access, livestock
and fencing issues land owners face when a railroad track is built across their land.   The
subcommittee will be advisory to the commissioners and the AOG.  
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Commissioner Mason also mentioned that the power plant if it proceeds will also raise land
issues.  Huge decisions will face the planning and zoning commission and the County
Commission.   Jody commented that both provide many great opportunities and prospects for the
future of Sevier County.  Tremendous work will be required but there is also great potential.  

It was suggested that this group when organized and trained can offer a lot of help to the
Commission on these and other issues.  The Commissioners asked how we should go about
getting this committee energized and involved.  Jody said training would be a help but what he
felt we needed was a big project to help solidify the committee.  It was suggested that we get
involved with and learn from the Emery County public lands committee, get some training and
see how they function.  It was suggested that we find out when they meet and plan to attend their
next meeting.  Alternatively, we could request that they tape a meeting and we will use that for
training.  At the same time, we could visit the site of the new Quitchumpah Road and talk about
it’s importance to Sevier County.  

One way Commissioner Mason feels maybe all of us have dropped the ball is by not responding
when asked for public comments by agencies making policy.   It was suggested that we pass
along those requests to the full committee and encourage a response.  It was also suggested that
we add a public lands subsection to the Sevier County web site and the Commissioners agreed to
pass along information of interest in a timely manner.  

The group discussed Stoltze Aspen Mill’s troubles and if there was anything we could have done
in Sevier County to aided before the situation turned fatal.  

Commissioner Okerlund read an email from the Sierra Club to it’s members stating that they
were withdrawing somewhat from the public eye and avoiding anything that appeared to be
Bush-bashing.  They said it was a time of strengthening and unifying and to that end were
showing support to Bush and the nation.  

Commissioner Okerlund also told the committee that he had Hansen’s wilderness bill which
generally doesn’t apply much to us here. (You can review the bill at http://thomas.loc.gov.)  It
was suggested rather than sending copies to the committee that it be either posted on the Sevier
web site or referenced/linked so the committee would know how to find it.  He also shared the
Mormon Crickett baiting project.  They are seeking input and we are encouraged to respond.  

The committee also discussed some controlled burns that are planned in surrounding counties
and discussed the beetle infestation that necessitated the burns.  

An update on the Gooseberry/Fishlake Road was given.  The bidding process should start in the
spring on the first 15 miles and much to the amazement of everyone involved it’s looking like the
funding for phase 2 could come as early as 2 years from now.  

It was decided that we would make an effort to visit Emery County’s public lands committee
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within the next month to get some training.  Ralph will make the arrangements for us to be there
and we’ll send out notices so members can make plans to attend.  

In response to a question by Jody Gale, Jerry and Gary updated the committee on the Accord
Lake fire and land clearing project.  Basically nothing has been done.  Apparently Kelly Allen
approached the land owners and told them there was money available but when the owners
wanted to get things done, they were hesitant to expend the money.  It has left the land owners
frustrated and with no trust for Kelly Allen and Fire, Forest and State Lands people.  Jody
suggested the land owners contact Art Devalt who is looking for places to spend money to
prevent fires.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 


